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Letter from the President
In the UK, the end of the autumn semester looms into view and I am becoming aware of how quickly the new year will be upon us. The start of the year brings with it the final deadline for responses to the Call for Papers for the 2005 congress (see below) and I hope as many members as possible plan to be in Dublin for what promises to be an intellectually rewarding and socially enjoyable gathering. The plenary speakers offer a particularly good blend of the academic, the literary and the entertaining, and the setting in Trinity College is both distinguished and central, providing a spectacular backdrop for presentations and discussions in the heart of a fine city that loves literature and talking about it! As you will see in the list of new members, many active scholars, both new and established, have joined us recently, and this will be the first opportunity for many of us to meet and work with them. It will also be a chance to catch up with old friends and colleagues, many of whom we will not have seen since the Kristiansand congress. Appropriately, the proceedings from Kristiansand will be launched in Dublin, so it will be possible to see how that event has been distilled on the page and how work presented there evolved in the process. 


Membership is growing steadily at individual and institutional levels, reflecting both increased activity in the field of Children’s Literature Studies and recruitment activities on the part of the Board. I would like to thank Anne de Vries, our Treasurer and Membership Secretary for his particularly strenuous efforts to bring in new members and look after those we have. In 1971 when the IRSCL formally came into being, there were 50 members from 18 countries. This autumn we welcomed our 284th member and now have representation in 46 countries. Increasing membership means increasing opportunities for dissemination, collaboration and interaction, and I hope that you will use the congresses, the website and the discussion list to keep in contact and work together because by doing so, the needs of researchers in the field are most likely to be identified and addressed.


One of the most important benefits of a society such as the IRSCL is the opportunity it provides for research exchange. Often this takes place between members who have known each other through the Society for some time, but it is just as often the case that existing members meet and work with new colleagues independently and introduce them to the IRSCL. This is how I learned about the IRSCL some years ago, when Emer O’Sullivan called my attention to some proceedings that moved my own research on significantly. More recently, two members, Rolf Romoren and Elise Tonnessen, were invited to work with Iranian colleagues and the result was a very dynamic exchange that has inspired both Norwegian and Iranian participants – and brought us some very well qualified new members. A brief account of this event is published below.


Finally, I had the opportunity to meet a number of IRSCL members at the conference run by the International Institute Charles Perrault in Paris last week (previously announced in the newsletter and on the website) and modestly sponsored by the IRSCL among others. Jean Perrot and his team put together a wide-ranging event, with speakers talking about everything from the work of Comeius and interpretations of Homer to currently popular role-playing games. The range was quite appropriate since the purpose of the event was to explore the dynamic relationship between heritage and mass media in children’s literature. Papers from the conference will be published in due course and details will be provided on the website. 

Kimberley Reynolds

 IRSCL 17th Biennial Congress: EXPECTATIONSAND EXPERIENCES: CHILDREN, CHILDHOOD AND CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland

 13 – 17 August, 2005
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The Bookworm logo for the conference was designed by Irish illustrator Niamh Sharkey and can be seen in full colour on the website.

Proposals are invited for papers and panels exploring the IRSCL seventeenth conferences theme, ‘Expectations and Experiences: Children, Childhood and Children’s Literature’. Aspects of the theme which the conference will focus on include the topics of childhood and families, childhood and morality, childhood on display, and childhood and theory.

Strand A. Childhood and families 
1. Generations: definition of generations by age, experience, responsibility, interaction. Models and representations of parents, grandparents, extended families. Relations between the age groups as markers of social change.

2. Alternative families: adoption, fostering, same-sex parents, growing up in care, children caring for children, children alone, substitute parents/families. 

3. Nation as family: switching/regaining cultures, immigrants/emigrants, choosing between competing cultures. Competing notions of family among different cultures. 'Belonging' in terms of family and in terms of nation.

4. Families of writers: comparing the work of writers who are related to each other.

Strand B. Childhood and morality: message and medium
1. 
Discovering responsibility: visual,


 oral, written and multimedia texts 


for children as a means of exploring 


issues of right and wrong. 

2.
Protecting children: censorship. 


Changing notions and areas of 


censorship. 

3.
Innocence and experience: 


religion(s) in visual, oral, written 


and multimedia texts for children. 

4.
Celebrating adolescence: texts 


reflecting the specific concerns of 


adolescents.

 

Strand C: Childhood on display

1. The representation of childhood in picture books/illustrated books/comics for children.

2.  The representation of childhood in film/TV for children.

3.  The representation of childhood in stage productions for children. 

4. The representation of childhood in non-fiction: history, science books, information leaflets for children. How does non-fiction construct images of childhood?
Strand D: Childhood and theory

1. Theories of childhood: development, gender, class, race, and how these relate to models in fiction.

2. Theories of literature and childhood as they relate to children's literature.

3. Theories of play and playfulness in relation to children's literature.

4. Theories of oral culture: folklore and storytelling as they relate to visual, oral, written and multimedia texts for children.
Proposals should be approximately 300 word in length; they should indicate the title of the proposal, the primary texts under consideration, a description of the paper’s content and the arguments to be developed. 

Proposals for panels should include a list of all presenters, proposals for each of the papers to be presented (these may be 150-200 words each), and an outline of the overall theme of the panel and the form which it will take. 

Proposals must adhere to the theme of the congress and should indicate under which strand of the theme they should be considered. As always for IRSCL congresses, work presented MUST be new, which means it should not previously have been presented in public in any form or forum. 

Twenty minutes will be allocated for each paper, and up to two hours for each panel presentation. In the case of panels, no presenter should speak for more than 20 minutes and time must be allocated for discussion. For poster presentations of work in progress, authors will have 10 minutes to present their topic, based on a poster. Contributions for these sessions may be less fully developed pieces of research than the papers presented in the 20 minute formal papers, and those who attend the poster presentations will be invited to respond to them to help improve the work as it progresses by, for instance, making bibliographical recommendations, offering ideas about methodology and so on. 

Proposals should indicate if the modes of presentation involve the use of DVD, video or other non-print media. 

The closing date for proposals is January 31 2005.

All proposals will be reviewed before acceptance and notification of acceptance or otherwise will be given by April 30 2005. 

Criteria for acceptance includes:

· Adherence to congress theme

· Originality of research

· Clarity of description

If possible, proposals should be submitted electronically in Word format. The name and contact details of the person submitting the proposal or the leader of the panel should be indicated clearly at the top of the proposal. 

Please send proposals to:

Valerie Coghlan, The Library, Church of Ireland College of Education

96 Upper Rathmines Road, Dublin 6, Ireland

e-mail: vcoghlan@cice.ie
New Members

We are pleased to welcome 1 new institutional member and 23 new individual members. Several members have joined after meeting IRSCL members at conferences and other academic events. Do please remember to mention the Society to colleagues whose research interests reflect those of the society and who could benefit and contribute to the work of the IRSCL. Information about the Society and application forms can be found on the website: www.irscl.ac.uk.

School of English Literature, Language and Linguistics, Newcastle University, Newcastle Upon Tyne (United Kingdom)

Holly Blackford, Assistent Professor & Writing Director, Rutgers University, Camden (USA)

Jeffrey Brewster, Head Librarian, International School of Brussels (Belgium)

Elizabeth Ann Bullen, Lecturer, Deakin University, Warrnambool, Victoria (Australia)

Michael Cadden, Associate Professor of English, Missouri Western State College (USA)

Christina M. Desai, Reference Librarian and Assistant Professor, Morris Library, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale (USA)

Justyna Deszcz-Tryhubczak, Assistant Professor, Institute of English Studies, University of Wrocław (Poland)

Maria-Venetia Kyritsi, PhD student, University of East Anglia, Norwich (United Kingdom)

Benjamin Lefebvre, PhD candidate / teaching assistant, McMaster University, Hamilton (Canada)

Krystallia Makatou, Postgraduate student, Aegean University, Rhodes (Greece)

Hiroko Matsushita, Lecturer, Kansai University and Kobe Shoin Women’s University (Japan)

Kathryn McInally, PhD student, Deakin University, Melbourne (Australia)
Sabeur Mdallel, PhD student / Lecturer, Ecole Supérieure des Sciences Humaines, Jendouba (Tunisia)

Fereshteh Mehrabi, Lecturer, German Department, University of Isfahan (Iran)

Wendy Michaels, Lecturer, University of Newcastle, NSW (Australia)

Emiliya Ohar, Associate Professor, Ukrainian Publishing and Printing Academy, Lviv (Ukraine)

Nathalie op de Beeck, Assistant Professor, Illinois State University (USA)

Marek Cezary Oziewicz, Assistant Professor / Director of the Center for Children’s and Young Adult Fiction, Institute of English Studies, University of Wrocław (Poland)

Elizabeth Parsons, Lecturer, Deakin University, Burwood, Victoria (Australia)

Elisabeth Stuck, Lecturer, University of Freiburg (Switzerland)
Anna Tadajewska, PhD student, Nicolaus Copernicus University, Toruń (Poland)

Gaby Thomson-Wohlgemuth, PhD student, University of Surrey Roehampton, London (United Kingdom)

Lynne Vallone, Professor of English, Texas A&M University (USA)

Pádraic Whyte, PhD student, Trinity College, Dublin (Ireland)
Members’ News

This feature depends on members’ informing us about significant events in their own and their colleagues’ professional lives. News about promotions, job changes, awards, PhD success and so on gives a useful picture of the vitality of research in children’s literature around the world. Announcements will also appear on the website between newsletters, so do please send Kim Reynolds relevant items. Photographs and other visual materials are also welcome for the website as appropriate. 

Members will be impressed to know that Morteza Khosronejad’s recently published book, "Innocence and Experience: An introduction to the Philosophy of Children's Literature", 2003 (the book is written in Persian and this title is his translation of the original) was selected as the best piece of research in Iran since 1997. The award, under the auspices of Kanoon (the Institute for Intellectual Development for Children and Young Adults) was presented at the first Festival of Research in 2004.
Congratulations to Emer O'Sullivan, who was appointed Professor of English in the School of Cultural Studies at the University of Lüneburg in October 2004. Her new contact details are Professor Emer O’Sullivan, Universität Lüneburg, 21332 Lüneburg, Germany Email: osullivan@uni-lueneburg.de

Birthday greeting to Klaus Doderer at 80! 

In 1963 the Institut für Jugendbuchforschung (Institute for Children’s Literature Research) was founded as part of the literature department of the Johann Wolfgang Goethe-University in Frankfurt a.M. Klaus Doderer was elected to be its first Director and in the years that followed, through his research and teaching he succeeded in making the Institute known worldwide. During this period he was an invited speaker in Stockholm, Bratislava, Vienna, and Moscow, as well as in South America and in the USA, where he was a Guest Professor at Trenton State College. One of the results of his manifold ideas was the founding of the IRSCL in 1970 in Frankfurt a.M, leading to developments in teaching and research at an international level.

One of the foremost results of the Institute’s research-results was the Lexikon der Kinder- und Jugendliteratur (Encyclopedia of Children’s Literature), which was published from 1975 –1983 with Klaus Doderer as the editor. The Lexikon established Doderer’s reputation in the field of children’s literature. But it was only one part of his broad fields of interest, and in tandem with work on the Lexikon, he pursued other research projects including: The short story (1953), based on his doctoral thesis, classical children’s books (1969), fables (1970), picturebooks (1973), fairy tales (1983) and not to forget his detailed studies of the theatre genre: The professional situation of actors (1993) and the history of children’s theatre 1945 to 1970 (1995). The last study is placed parallel to the study Zwischen Trümmern und Wohlstand (1988), which discusses the situation of the post-World War II children’s literature in Germany. In 2002 he published his studies on Erich Kästner, a writer with whom he felt great affinity and whose stories Doderer maintains (and I agree) are the highlight of German children’s literature. 

Beside his teaching, writing and researching Klaus Doderer collaborated with IBBY (Basel) and the German IBBY-section (Munich), where he took an active part in the promotion of literature and reading as well as many other kinds of cultural activity. As if children’s literature weren’t a large enough field, he also researched and discussed the rise of children’s mass culture and many related areas.

Klaus Doderer has been awarded several prizes: he is an honorary member of IRSCL and in 2004 he was given the “Bundesverdienstkreuz” [Order of Merit] by the Federal President of Germany.- So, what can be said at last, except: Ad multos annos, dear Klaus and “Happy Birthday”!

Winfred Kaminski
News from Institutional Members

Institutional membership is an effective way to support the work of the IRSCL, to disseminate information about the Society’s activities and those of its members, and to alert members to relevant activities and resources at each others’ institutions. If your university/institution/region has a research centre, library collection or other organisation that reflects the work of the IRSCL, it would be helpful if you would introduce the idea of institutional membership. The annual fee for institutions is just $60 (US). 

Our most recent institutional member is the School of English Literature, Language and Linguistics, University of Newcastle, UK.
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As part of its long-term research strategy, the University of Newcastle has decided to develop research programmes in the field of Children’s Literature Studies under the direction of Professor Kimberley Reynolds and Dr. Matthew Grenby, both IRSCL members. As well as research training and supervision in most areas of children’s literature, through its association with Seven Stories: The centre for children’s books (www.sevenstories.org.uk), which will open in Newcastle in summer 2005, research students – and indeed visiting scholars and students on short courses - at Newcastle will have unique access to virgin research material relating to the creation and publication of British children’s literature from 1945 to the present day. The archives include manuscripts, correspondence, original artwork, and associated personal libraries, reflecting and documenting all stages of the creative process. It will be some years before this material is widely available to scholars, but the Newcastle research programme will involve students in investigating and working with the Seven Stories archives, much of the material from which is currently stored in and made accessible by the University Library and the School of English.


To mark the opening of Seven Stories and to increase public awareness of research and scholarship in children’s literature, the School of English will launch an annual children’s literature lecture in September 2005. Other activities include co-organising the UK’s main academic event to mark the 200th anniversary of the birth of Hans Christian Andersen – a conference sponsored by the British Library and run in conjunction with the University of London’s Institute for English Studies (see Calls for papers in this newsletter). 


Children’s Literature staff and research students at Newcastle also have the opportunity to work with some of the UK’s foremost literature scholars and writers in key complementary disciplines such as Romanticism, creative writing, poetry (Jackie Kay is a member of the department as are several other established poets), postcolonial studies and film, drama and television studies. Nearby universities include Durham, Northumbria and Sunderland, all of which are actively researching and teaching in the field, making interesting opportunities for project and supervisory collaborations. 

There is a long-standing commitment to children’s literature in Newcastle as a city and the north east of Britain as evidenced by the lively Northern Children’s Book Festival (www.ncbf.org.uk), the children’s literature section of the Edinburgh Festival and the many fine writers who live in and/or have been inspired by the region. These include David Almond, Anne Fine, William Mayne, and the late Robert Westall, whose legacy laid the foundations for Seven Stories. Altogether Newcastle will provide a welcome new research environment and resources for IRSCL members and students.

News from National Centre for Study of Children’s Literature, San Diego State University, San Diego, USA 

Children's/Adolescent Literature at San Diego State University is thriving. We currently are advertising for a post in children’s literature: check the advertisement in the MLA Job List. Applications will be accepted until the job is filled. 
 An MA in English with a specialization in Children's/Adolescent Literature was offered for the first time last year and is one of very few in the USA to focus on children's literature. The recent establishment of our Center for the Study of Children's Literature, is enabling the us to host the Swedish Institute's International Traveling Astrid Lindgren Exhibit in January/February 2005; we are one of only three sites selected for this honour in the USA. It will be accompanied by a mini-conference on Lindgren on Feb. 3. And, for the hundreds of local children we expect to come see the exhibit, we've also planned a Pippi Longstocking Look-Alike Contest, puppetry demonstrations by the Swedish troupe Tittut, and performances of scenes from Lindgren's books. We are delighted to have the support of the local Swedish Consulate and Chamber of Commerce for these events.
 Under the auspices of the Center, we hope to schedule international conferences and to host international professors and graduate students, so stay in touch by visiting our web site at 
 www-rohan.sdsu.edu/~childlit. You can find information about the MA 
 Jerry Griswold is the Center's director. If you have questions or comments, contact him at jgriswol@mail.sdsu.edu.

Alida Allison

New publications by members (see the website for more details and links to publishers’ catalogues; watch the Reviews section for reviews of members’ books)

Adrienne Gavin, Dark Horse: A Life of Anna Sewell (Sutton Publishing, 2004)

BLACK BEAUTY, published in 1877, is one of the bestselling novels ever written; it reputedly outsold Dickens and broke publishing records when it was pirated in America in 1890. Yet there are few darker horses than Anna Sewell, its author. This first biography of Anna Sewell for over thirty years uses recently discovered letters and other sources to give us a complete picture of the enigmatic woman behind the novel. This new and compelling biography, the proposal for which won the Biographers' Club Prize 2000, reveals Sewell as never before. As well as being a must-read for all who have loved Black Beauty, it will also appeal to anyone with an interest in Victorian or children's literature or in the lives of women.
Gerry Griswold The Meanings of ‘Beauty and the Beast’

Using Beaumont’s famous version of the tale as a touchstone, he shows how “Beauty and the Beast” has taken on various meanings when analyzed by psychologists, illustrated in picture books, adapted into movies, or been retold by contemporary writers. The book provides a model of the various ways a fairy tale may be interpreted and contains original source material as well as twenty-three color illustrations. The book is intended for general readers who wish to explore this endlessly rich story.
Judy Lechner, Anthology of Traditional Literature (Allyn & Bacon, 2004)

This anthology is intended for college students, teachers, librarians and other adults working with children. It includes 124 international fables, folktales, myths, and legends with introductions to genres and to the cultural contexts of the stories. Another 32 introductions in the anthology introduce stories on a Web Supplement. The Web site also includes picture book variants of most of the stories. The Web site is www.ablongman.com/lechner

Ariko Kawabata and Yoriko Iwata, Eikoku Lady ni naru Hoho (Making of a Victorian Lady) (Tokyo: Kawadeshobu-Shin-Sha, 2004). Although not about children’s literature, this book would be useful for any readers of Japanese working in the Victorian period as it tracks the life of a Victorian lady from girlhood through widowhood through the objects she used and the social conventions of her day.

Celia Keenan and Mary Shine Thompson (eds), Studies in Children’s Literature 1500-2000 (Dublin: Four Courts Press, 2004). This attractive volume is based on papers given at the first meeting of the Irish Society for the Study of Children’s Literature which was combined with a meeting of the IRSCL board. Both editors are members as are many of the contributors. 

Morteza Khosronejad (ed) ‘Classics of Children’s Literature’ a series selected by Peter Hunt (Elmi-Farhangi, 2004), ten classic picturebooks translated into Persian by Taherer Adinpour.

The April 2005 number of The Lion and the Unicorn is edited by Lissa Paul and Kimberley Reynolds and features articles based on sessions given at the second Children’s Literature International Summer School (CLISS) organised by our institutional member, the National Centre for Research in Children’s Literature, University of Roehampton, London and including a contribution by member Lynne Vallone.

Kimberley Reynolds (ed), Modern Children’s Literature: An Introduction (London and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004). Based on courses run by the National Centre for Research in Children’s Literature, the book can be used as a textbook for undergraduates and MA courses as well as for individual study.

Members’ teaching and supervisory expertise
Two directories containing information about the courses members offer and their examination expertise are being developed on the website. The idea is for these to provide a useful resource for members seeking appropriate examiners for theses and courses to recommend to students. Its value depends on the information provided by members, so please contact Kim Reynolds with your details if you would like them added to the directories.

Call for Board Members

At each congress we have an election of a new Board, consisting of the President and five Board Members (including the Vice-President, the Secretary and the Treasurer, who is also the Membership Secretary). At the next congress, three Board Members will stand for a second term: our President, Kimberley Reynolds, Clare Bradford (now serving as Secretary), and Junko Yoshida. While it is important to have some experience ‘on board’, even if all three existing members are elected, there will be a need for three new Board Members.


We invite you to think ahead about the representation you want for the next term. If you wait until the Membership Meeting, it may be too late to make thoughtful and significant changes. After all, most people need some time to consider if they can stand for the board. With the future of the IRSCL in mind, then, we would like to hear from members who might be interested in joining the Board, as well as from groups of members who want to nominate a candidate from their country, region or discipline.

Requirements

Candidates have to meet scholarly standards. There are several reasons for this, among them the fact that the Board decides about the IRSCL Award for outstanding research, proposals for papers for the congress, the IRSCL Research Grant, and applications for membership, in which research is an important aspect (applicants to the Society must be able to demonstrate that they are actively researching in the field of children’s literature studies).


The lingua franca of the Board is English. There is a permanent informal board meeting by e-mail. Candidates must be prepared to answer an average of 10-20 e-mails a week. Apart from that, there are special tasks that also take some time such as administering awards and grants, managing the archives and scrutinising conference abstracts.


During the two year term, the Board has two board meetings, usually combined with a one-day symposium at the site of the meeting. Travelling included, these meetings take about a week each, and most Board Members bring back some homework. The Society gives modest support for expenses, but candidates also need support from their Institutes and/or must be prepared to spend about $ 1,000 of their own money for each Board Meeting.

New Treasurer

There are also specific talents required. One of the new Board Members will probably become the new Treasurer & Membership Secretary. For the first task, this person will have to think practically about financial policies and details. The Membership Secretary must be prepared to do a lot of administration: keep the records of the Membership Directory, send out invoices once a year (and two or three reminders to some members!), forward applications to the other Board Members, etc., etc. This is the most time consuming duty on the board, but according to the present Treasurer, it’s also the most rewarding one. You keep in touch with members in 45 countries, and you become friendly with more of the membership than any of the other board members.

Representation of different regions

The Board should represent our worldwide membership. Currently we have 272 members in 45 countries. The statistics of the membership by continent, look as follows:

Africa
9
3.3 %

Americas
57
21.0 %

Asia
29
10.6 %

Australia
18
6.6 %

Europe
159
58.5 %

If the Society were to decide to have a completely proportional representation, a board of six members would look like this:

Africa
0.2 board members

Americas 
1.3 board members

Asia
0.6 board members

Australia
0.4 board members

Europe
3.5 board members

If we want to underline the international character of the IRSCL, it might be a good idea to undertake affirmative action. In that case, a board of six members, could look like this:

Africa, Asia and Australia
2

Americas
1

Europe
2

Free (either more proportional

or more affirmative action)
1

Of course, this won’t be in the by-laws (we hope). It’s just an idea to stimulate your thoughts. You may also want to consider language, or ask yourselves how long it has been since there was a Board Members from your country or region.


The bottom line is, of course, that the Board is being made by the members. Think about it. And suggest or nominate candidates in good time.

IRSCL Research Grant 2005
The Research Grant of US $ 1,000 was set up in 1992 to encourage research by young (postgraduate) scholars of children’s literature invol​ved in literary, historical, cultural, sociological, empirical or pedagogi​cal research. Previous recipients were Faye Davies (1993), Larissa Klein Tumanov (1995), Karen Sands (1997), Maria Österlund, Beverly Pennell and Sylvia Warnecke (1999), Michelle A. May (2001) and Martina Seifert (2003)

Applications for the 2005 Grant should be sent to the Board before March 1, 2005. Contact person:

Clare Bradford

Deakin University

Arts Faculty

221 Burwood Highway

Victoria 3125

Australia

Applications are welcome from any postgraduate students or young colleagues in the field; it is not necessary to be a member of the IRSCL to apply for the research grant. Details of how to apply can be found on the website, under IRSCL Grants.

IRSCL Travel Grant 2005

Applications are invited for travel grants (we hope to finance three) of not more than US $ 1,000 each to be awarded to members in need of financial assistance to attend the 2005 Congress. Applications should be sent to the Board before March 1, 2003.

Contact person:

Anne de Vries

Pieter de Hoochlaan 7

2343 CP Oegstgeest

The Netherlands

Email: anne.devries@xs4all.nl

Fax: +31 71 565 2565

Applicants should send a brief summary of their recent research activities and a budget (including estimated travel expenses, accommodation, meals and registration fees) that clearly states any other source of travel support. Applications will be confidential.

Notifications about applications will be made by 1 May. 

IRSCL Award – call to members
The 2005 IRSCL Award for outstanding research, to be presented at the 17th biennial congress at Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland (August 13-17, 2005), will honour a distinguished work in the filed of children’s literature research published in 2003 or 2004. The recipient must be an IRSCL member in good standing and must be nominated by another member. Board members are not eligible for nomination. Nominations for the 2005 Award should be sent to

Emer O’Sullivan

Universität Lüneburg

21332 Lüneburg

Germany

Email: osullivan@uni-lueneburg.de
before 1 March, 2005.


The nomination should include your own name, the name of the author of the nominated book, and its bibliographical details (title, place, publisher, year, ISBN number), together with your reason for nominating it. Please do use this opportunity to consider whether you know of a recent book by an IRSCL member which might merit this prestigious award. We look forward to receiving your nominations.

Grants and awards

This section is designed to share news and good practice relating to research projects and awards. Please contact Kim Reynolds or Clare Bradford if you have information for this section. No items have been received. 

IRSCL introduces new form of membership: Affiliated societies and organisations

The IRSCL, as its members know, is the only truly international, professional organisation for specialist scholars of children’s literature. While it was, in 1970, originally conceived and structured to support lone scholars working in isolation, often in unsympathetic and under-resourced institutions, the subject has matured to the extent that in many countries there are now numerous academics and researchers working in the field. Some have come together to found national or regional organisations, which are highly effective and provide models of good practice for other countries. While their scholarly activities are at present limited to their own members, these organisations might benefit from a greater degree of collaboration and exchange with other national/regional bodies and with the IRSCL. 

To address this situation, the current Board has decided to introduce a new form of membership. To date membership has only been open to individuals or to institutions such as libraries or research centres. Now research societies and organisations will be able to apply for affiliated membership of the IRSCL. The benefits for the societies will take the form of: 

1) enhanced awareness of the work of individual scholars, national and regional projects and literatures

 2) opportunities for collaboration, mentoring and support for applications to funding bodies and

 3) opportunities for research/teaching/student exchange and course development between societies who are affiliated members of the IRSCL.
Affiliated societies will be featured on the IRSCL Homepage with their aims, activities, numbers of members, publications, conferences, application form for membership etc.,

They will be entitled to publicise activities through the IRSCL networks of Homepage, Newsletter and 
E-mailings; may offer to host congresses, board meetings and other IRSCL events; may nominate candidates for the IRSCL research grant (currently US $ 1,000) for a new scholar in the field of children’s literature; may nominate books for the IRSCL Award, which honours a distinguished work in the field of children’s literature research (the recipient must be an individual member of the IRSCL); may use the IRSCL logo in combination with the text “Affiliated Society of the IRSCL”; will receive all E-mailings of the IRSCL to pass on to their individual members, and will receive a copy of the Membership Directory.

To be eligible for membership, a national or regional society must 

1) have a constitution/formal rules and members and 

2) provide a national or regional forum for the discussion of issues relating to research in the field of Children’s Literature Studies.

The annual fee for an affiliated member society is US $60 per annum (although the Treasurer may discount or waiver the fee for societies in straitened economic circumstances). An application form can be found on the website under the heading ‘Join the IRSCL’.

The IRSCL sees one of its roles in encouraging networking between existing national and regional societies, and actively promoting and supporting the creation of societies in countries and regions where none are yet in existence. We have written to all the societies we are aware of to invite them to consider joining the IRSCL. Any reader of this Newsletter who is a members of a society which has not yet been approached should please send the name of the society, together with the name of the person to contact (President, Chairman) and their address to Emer O’Sullivan (osullivan@uni-lueneburg.de), and she will be happy to send them a letter of invitation. She will also be happy to answer any questions or comments you might have about this new form of membership. 

Emer O’Sullivan

Visiting Iran

Two of our European members, Elise Seip Tønnessen and Rolf Romøren from Agder University College, Norway, were invited to take part in a Children’s Literature Festival in Teheran the last week of September this year. Co-organisers were the Austrian organisation X-Change Culture Science and the Iranian Kanoon – The Institute for the Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults. The purpose was intercultural exchange between Europe and Iran – as a true dialogue between civilisations, targeting two main audiences: Iranian experts (authors, artists and academics) in a dialogue with their European counterparts, and Iranian children and young adults. The Kanoon organisation, established in the mid 1960s, publishes 140 book titles in more that 3 million copies annually, and runs the impressive number of 640 cultural centres all over Iran, presenting cultural, educational and artistic activities. The Festival was located at such a cultural centre in Teheran. Authors, illustrators and actors worked with different children’s groups with all sorts of activities throughout two weeks: story-telling, painting, drama et cetera.

Elise and Rolf contributed to a two-day professional seminar where European as well as Iranian participants were presenting research on literary works, genres and illustrations both historically and comparative in scope. There were also sections on reading promotion activities and comparative studies of library systems on the programme. Among others Dr. Fereshteh Mehrabi, Professor at Esfahan University, presented an interesting comparative study of Austrian and Iranian young adult literature; Elise’s title was “Heroes and Heroines in Norse Mythology, as Presented in Modern Picture Books” and Rolf’s theme was “National Identity, heroes and heroines in Norwegian Folk Tales.”

Wherever they went, they were met with great hospitality. One of the highlights was the visit to the Children’s Book Council of Iran where Secretary General Noushin Ansary proudly presented the institute and reported on the newly finished Children’s Literary History - in six volumes! They also met with our honoured IRSCL colleague Dr. Morteza Khosronejad (cf website News Flash 24.10.04) and made plans for a joint panel at the Dublin Congress.

The main organisers were the Austrian non-profit organisation X-Change Culture Science, who had been planning this festival for two years. They took very good care of the participants – who were all offered a visit to the city of Esfahan – with its splendid mosques and palaces. No wonder they hope to return soon…

Rolf Romøren

Forthcoming Conferences and Events including calls for papers

(Please send details of any events you are organising to Kim Reynolds and remember to provide new copy for conference announcements after a call for papers has expired. Full details of events are provided on the website.)

African Children’s Literature past and present: the travelling of African stories across borders and oceans

2nd Biennial Conference of the African Research Society for Children’s Literature

20 - 22 December 2004

Venue: Supreme Council of Culture, El Gezira Opera Grounds, Zamalek, Cairo, Egypt

Organised by the Supreme Council for Culture, Egypt and the African Research Society for Children’s Literature

We welcome abstracts (of not more than 250 words) that address particular issues regarding the study of and research in children’s literature in Africa. The main topic of the conference will be: The African Diaspora: the travelling of African stories across borders and oceans (and language and race). There will also be report sessions on the status of research and study of children’s literature in particular African countries. Although this is an African conference that will deal with the study and research of children’s literature on the continent, delegates from other parts of the world are welcome. One session will be devoted to the study of African children’s literature in other parts of the world.

The programme, information on accommodation, transport, registration fee, as well as the registration form will be published on the webpage: http://www.childlit.org.za/...

The Child and the Book 2005: Current Critical Approaches to Children’s Literature, University of Antwerp, Belgium, 15 and 16 April 2005
This two-day conference offers a forum to PHD students and young scholars from a variety of disciplines whose research is concerned with children's literature in its broadest sense. The aim of the event is twofold: to review and share knowledge about those areas currently under research and to encourage meaningful collaboration between novice and experienced scholars. The conference seeks to bring together Anglo-American and Continental approaches to children's literature. Contributions which offer an insight into similarities and differences between these two scholarly traditions are especially encouraged. Details from childandthebook@ua.ac.be.
Towards or Back to Human Values?

Spiritual and Moral Dimension of Contemporary Fantasy

International Conference, Hosted by the Center for Children’s and Young Adult Fiction at the Institute of English Studies, University of Warsaw, Warsaw, 7-10 April 2005

Call for papers
The conference will focus on moral, ethical, and philosophical issues in contemporary (post-WW II) children’s and young adult fantasy. Fantasy fiction today presents and reflects social, historical, and cultural conditions in which it originates through diverse ever-changing ideas, images, or techniques. Still, despite this multi-dimensionality, one theme reappears: the preoccupation with challenging existential issues, often providing readers with meaningful alternatives to hostile reality and with suggestions how to actively transform it. As we would like the conference to be a survey of value-oriented fantasy literature, we invite papers, presentations and/or analytical studies that investigate these themes from a variety of perspectives, including, but not limited to, literary criticism, cultural studies, folklore, history, sociology, psychology, anthropology, semiotics, theology, gender studies, etc. All theoretical and empirical approaches are welcome.
 

SubmisSions

The deadline for proposals is December 10, 2004. Proposals must include your name, e-mail address, mailing address, telephone number, institutional affiliation, technology requests (availability to be confirmed later), presentation title, and a 300-word abstract. Presentations will be limited to 20 minutes. Please submit your proposals to:
 

Marek Oziewicz and Justyna Deszcz-Tryhubczak

Instytut Filologii Angielskiej Uniwersytetu Wroclawskiegoul. KuŸnicza 22, 50-138 Wroclaw, Poland

 

Electronic submissions are preferred, but not required. Please send them as Word document attachments, eventually via plain-text email. Detailed information about costs, accommodation, optional tours etc. will follow in January. For any further information contact the organizers at:
Marek Oziewicz: marek_oziewicz@interia.pl 

Justyna Deszcz: deszcz@yahoo.com 
CFP: Coming of Age: Childhood and Adolescence in Literature and Film

University College London Department of English, Friday, March 18, 2005, Institute of English Studies, Senate House, University of London UK

The third annual postgraduate conference at University College London is looking for papers that explore issues in the representation of adolescence and childhood. Along with papers on English language literature and film, the conference welcomes papers on non-English literatures, non-literary texts, and comparative topics. Papers will be expected to be 15 minutes long.

We encourage respondents to take a broad view of the subject matter. Possible topics could include but are not limited to: 

-changing representations of adolescence and childhood over time

-the lengthening period of adolescence

-the idea of 'coming of age'

-the idealized child

-literary pederasty

-formative trauma and its textual resonances

-gendered versions of adolescence

-the child or adolescent narrator

-resurrecting youth through memoir

-youth as fetish

-children's literature vs. literature about children

-children's literature, adult readers

-adolescent writers

-pop culture's adolescents/children

-coming of age and the mythology of deferral

 Please submit abstracts of 250 words to 

 comingofage.conference@gmail.com by January 14, 2005. Please include 

 your institutional affiliation in the email.

Fiction for Children Comes of Age
Saturday 23 April, New Faculty Building, Cambridge UK

The first conference organised at Homerton College Cambridge since 2000 will celebrate Philippa Pearce’s new novel, The Little Gentleman, the fiction of Jan Mark and other fine contemporary writers for children, the best critical writing on children’s fiction published by Continuum – and Shakespeare’s birthday! Speakers include: Julia Eccleshare, Geoff Fox, Nikki Gamble, Peter Hunt, Margaret Meek, Kimberley Reynolds, Nicholas Tucker and Victor Watson

The price for this one-day conference is £75 which includes coffee, lunch, tea, sparkling wine (courtesy of Continuum) and a signed paperback copy of The Coming of Age of Children’s Literature by Margaret Meek and Victor Watson.

Booking forms from: The Courses Office, University of Cambridge Faculty of Education, Shaftsbury Road, Cambridge CB2 2BX

Performing Childhood: The Children’s Literature Association Conference 2005 June 9-12, 2005

The Children’s Literature Association will meet at the Manitoba Theatre for Young People in Winnipeg, Canada. 

Conference chair: Mavis Reimer (m.reimer@uwinnipeg.ca)

Website: http://chla.uwinnipeg.ca

George MacDonald Centenary Conference July 23rd, 2005 

Organised by the International Centre for Research in Primary English and Children’s Literature at University College Worcester, Worcester, UK.
Keynote speakers:
Prof Rod McGillis, Calgary
Prof Maria Nikolajeva, Stockholm
Prof David Neuhouser, Indiana

A one day conference: £50 including lunch. Accommodation on site available if required at additional costs.

Call for papers
Papers/presentations 20 minutes in length.
500 Word outline on any subject connected with George MacDonald: e.g. his life; work - writing for children and/or adults; the Victorian context; contemporary and current reception. Closing date: March 31st 2005.
To: Dr. Jean Webb, Graduate School, University College Worcester, Henwick Grove, Worcester, WR2 6AJ, UK.
or E-mail: j.webb@worc.ac.uk
Hans Christian Andersen: A Celebration and Reappraisal, British Library, London UK 8-10 August 2005
To mark the bicentenary of Andersen's birth, the British Library will mount an exhibition documenting aspects of his life and work. A linked conference, organised in association with the Institute of English Studies at the School of Advanced Study, University of London, and the School of English Literature, Language and Linguistics at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne will be held on 8-10 August 2005. These events provide an opportunity to investigate the contradictory sides of Andersen’s life and work and to reappraise his contribution to Victorian art and letters.

Plenary speakers will include Ruth Bottigheimer (State University of New York at Stony Brook); Dag Heede (Syddansk University, Odense); Johan de Mylius (Director of the Hans Christian Andersen Research Centre in Copenhagen); Maria Tatar (John L. Loeb Professor of Germanic Languages at Harvard University); writer and critic Marina Warner.
An invitation is extended to colleagues working in areas including children’s literature, fairy tales, Victorian studies, cultural, translation, comparative and performance studies, social history, Scandinavian studies and the history of publishing to attend and present a paper relevant to the aims of the conference. Abstracts (max. 500 words) for papers of 30-40 minutes, or co-ordinated panel presentations lasting up to 90 minutes (abstracts of 1000 words max.) are welcomed and should arrive by 1 March, 2005 at the address below:

Professor Kimberley Reynolds, School of English Literature, Language and Linguistics

University of Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7RU, UK; Email: Kim.Reynolds@ncl.ac.uk
Canadian Children’s Literature

CCL: Canadian Children's Literature/ Littérature canadienne pour la jeunesse
is moving to the University of Winnipeg as of January, 2005, with Perry
Nodelman of the Department of English as Editor and Mavis Reimer of the
Department of English and Anne Rusnak of the Department of French Studies
and German Studies as Associate Editors. The new editors are now accepting
submissions. 

CCL: Canadian Children's Literature/ Littérature canadienne pour la jeunesse
is a bilingual refereed academic journal that advances knowledge and
understanding of texts of Canadian children's literature in a range of media
in both English and French. CCL publishes sound theoretically informed
scholarship about all aspects of texts for Canadian children in both of
Canada's official languages. The journal focuses on texts for and about
Canadian children of all ethnic and cultural backgrounds both in terms of
how the texts function culturally and ideologically in the lives of Canadian
children and adults and of how they represent a specific kind of literature
requiring consideration in terms of their artistry and of literary and
cultural history and theory. CCL seeks articles from specialists in English
and /or French literature, theatre and drama, media studies, literary
theory, education, information science, childhood and cultural studies, and
related disciplines on any and all texts for Canadian children in a range of
contexts: the economic and cultural aspects of their production and
consumption, the history and nature of children's literature and culture
nationally and internationally (including discussions of Canadian texts in
relation to those published elsewhere), and literature and literary and
cultural history and theory generally. CCL also seeks articles that explore
the practical implications of the research it publishes for librarians,
teachers, and other practitioners who work with child readers.

Articles may be submitted as attachments in Word or RTF format to: ccl@uwinnipeg.ca 

Alternately, submit three copies on paper, along with a stamped,
self-addressed return envelope, to:
CCL
Department of English
University of Winnipeg
515 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg MB R3B 2E9

All submissions should conform to MLA style. Since papers are vetted blind,
the name and contact information of the author should be removed from the
submission and appear on a separate page with your contact information
(including phone number and e-mail address). Decisions about submitted
papers should be made within three months.

Book Reviews
We aim to publish up to three reviews per book by our international membership in the reviews section of the website so that colleagues have a chance to see both the range of books available in members' countries and how books relating to the academic study of/scholarship in children's literature are received in different countries. Normally we will include both the original language of publication (of the review) and an English language summary, since the lingua franca of the IRSCL is English. Reviews should be not more than 1,000 words with (as appropriate) a 200-300 word English language summary. We anticipate that reviews will be fair, balanced, academically rigorous assessments of the books, and that the reviews will be a reliable source of information for colleagues' professional needs. Links are being developed with academic publishers to ensure a steady supply of review copies. However, if any colleagues wish to recommend individual books for review, we should be very grateful to receive from them the publication details. Books recommended to the committee for the biennial IRSCL Award will be reviewed in the newsletter/on the website. If members have seen reviews of relevant books in their local journals, it would be helpful to have copies of these sent for a 'round up' feature. 

We need members' expertise to provide appropriate reviews. If you are willing to be a reviewer (as we hope all members will be), please contact the reviews editor and provide details of your name, professional affiliation, contact details, including full postal address to expedite the circulation of the review copies and areas of special interest/expertise. 

The reviews section is being handled by Christine Wilkie-Stibbs, University of Warwick, CV4 7AL, UK. E-mail : c.wilkie@warwick.ac.uk or Cwilkiestibbs@aol.com.

Titles of books currently reviewed on the website are listed below.

McGavran, James Holt (ed), Literature and the Child: Romantic Continuations, Postmodern Contestation (Iowa: University of Iowa Press, 1999) 

Swann Jones, Steven, The Fairy Tale: The Magic Mirror of the Imagination (New York: Routledge, 2002) Reviewed by Ruth Bottigheimer
Waksmund, Ryszard,, Od literatury dla dzieci do literatury dzieciecej (From Literature for Children to Children’s Literature) (Wroclawskiego: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu, 2000). Reviewed by Dorata Michulka
Yoshida, Junko, Shonentachi no America: Shishunki Bungaku no Teikoku to ‘Otoko’ (Boys’ America: The Empire and Maculinities in Adolescent Literature) (Kyoto: Aunsha, 2004). Reviewed by Ariko Kawabata 

IRSCL Publications (proceedings of biennial congresses)

Aspects and issues in the history of children’s literature. Edited by Maria Nikolajeva. Westport (CT) / London: Greenwood Press, 1995. 224 p. ISBN 0-313-29614-6. $ 62.95.

Reflections of Change; Children’s Literature since 1945. Edited by Sandra L. Beckett. Westport (CT) / London: Greenwood Press, 1997. 216 p. ISBN 0-313-30145-X. $ 60.00.

The Presence of the Past in Children’s Literature. Edited by Ann Lawson Lucas. Westport (CT) / London: Praeger Publishers, 2003. 264 p. ISBN 0-313-32483-2. $ 63.95.

Children’s Literature and the Fin de Siècle. Edited by Roderick McGillis. Westport (CT)/ London: Praeger Publishers, 2003. 232 p. ISBN 0-313-32120-5. $ 59.95.
Change and Renewal in Children’s Literature. Edited by Thomas van der Walt, assisted by Félicité Fairer-Wessels and Judith Inggs. Westport (CT) / London: Praeger Publishers, 2004. 256 p. ISBN 0-275-98185-1. $ 64.95.

Books may be ordered from bookshops or from Greenwood Press: http://www.greenwood.com

Future congresses: call for volunteers

Organising an IRSCL congress is an excellent way to get to know colleagues around the world and to become more involved in – and further – the work of the Society. We like to plan two congresses ahead as this enables the host country and the board to plan and fund-raise in a systematic way. It also means that each organiser has a period shadowing the current hosts, and helps members organise their commitments. The 2005 congress will be in Dublin and the 2007 congress in Japan. If you would be interested in hosting a congress, or a smaller event in conjunction with a meeting of the IRSCL board, please contact Kim Reynolds, who will supply further information.

Contributions
All information for the next newsletter and website should be sent to Kim Reynolds, School of English Literature, Language and Linguistics, University of Newcastle, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE1 7RU UK

Email: Kim.Reynolds@ncl.ac.uk
Don’t forget to respond to the call for papers and to send your booking forms for the Dublin congress asap!
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Contact the board
President: Kimberley Reynolds Kim.Reynolds@ncl.ac.uk
Vice-President: Emer O’Sullivan, osullivan@uni-lueneburg.de
Treasurer and membership Secretary: Anne de Vries, anne.devries@xs4all.nl
Secretary: Clare Bradford: clarex@deakin.edu.au
Sandra Beckett: sbeckett@brocku.ca; Valerie Coghlan: vcoghlan@cice.ie; Junko Yoshida: junko@mail.kobe-c.ac.jp
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